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NATIONAL REPORT 


Army Segregation Ends In D.C. 


Racial segregation was ended in the military dis- 
trict of Washington in compliance with the ex- 
pressed desires of President Eisenhower. An Army 
spokesman said the order affects about 220 Negro 
soldiers at Fort McNair in Washington and Fort 
Belvoir and Fort Myer in Virginia. Integration at 
the forts means that white and colored troops will 
be quartered together in the future, the army an- 
nouncement declared. 

The new order will result in Negro troops being 
taken into the elite 3rd Infantry Regiment on the 
basis of 10 per cent colored recruits. The 3rd is the 
oldest active infantry regiment in the army and is 
the ceremonial unit which forms the Presidential 
Honor Guard. 

Officers in the military district were ordered to 
“discontinue the only remaining all-Negro units of 
their installations and to integrate their personnel 
into existing organizations.” 
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Ala. Negro Says ‘Black Klan’ Whipped Him 

Birmingham, Ala. authorities investigated the second 
reported beating of a Negro by an alleged Negro terror} 
group called the “Black Klan.” Steelworker Joe. D. Poe 
said he was beaten and kicked at his home by four men, 
three of whom wore black hoods. Afterwards, a cross 








was burned in his yard. Poe said he believed his attackers 
were Negroes because “their voices sounded like they) 
were Negroes.” He was called to his door by an unmasked | 
Negro. Later, Poe said he received a phone call saying 
he was beaten “because my wife and I were having 
domestic trouble.” 


Col. Davis Relieved At Pentagon, Ordered Overseas 

Col. Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., highest-ranking Negro air) 
force officer, was relieved as chief of the Fighter Branch) 
at Air Force Headquarters in the Pentagon, and assigned 
to the Far East Air Force headquarters in Tokyo. After 77 
days of temporary duty, Davis will report to Nellis Air 
Base in Las Vegas, Nev., for advanced jet fighter training, 
where the colonel will be processed for overseas duty. He 
will command a fighter interceptor group or wing. 


Negro Crew, Passengers Rescued From Disabled Ship 

A Negro captain, his crew of three Negroes and a deep 
sea fishing party of 11 white men were rescued from the 
disabled fishing vessel Romany 50 miles east of George- 
town by a Norwegian freighter. The 24-year-old, $76,000 
luxury yacht was later found abandoned but still afloat. 


INDIANA DEPORTS PREGNANT 


A pregnant Negro widow was deported from the state 
of Indiana to her native Arkansas after she applied for 
relief in Fort Wayne. A resident of Fort Wayne since 
October, 1951, Mrs. Ruth Lacey applied for relief after 
her husband died last January 12. She was then hailed 
into court, apparently at the direction of welfare work- 
ers, and returned to Arkansas. 

Justice of the Peace Emory Schultz of Wayne Town- 
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ike Gets Negro Farmer’s Prize $715 Ham 

A Kenly, N. C., Negro farmer, Leonard Wiggs, sold 
a 13-pound blue ribbon ham for $715 at the annual 
Smithfield Ham and Egg Show which was pre- 
sented to President Eisenhower by the Smithfield 
Chamber of Commerce. A dozen prize eggs, pur- 
chased from Mrs. Annie Sanders, of Garner, for 
$33.50, went along with the ham which was pur- 
chased by four Smithfield men. 











Chicagoan Slated For West Indies Post 

Bindley C. Cyrus, Chicago attor- 
ney, is slated for a seat on the four- 
power Caribbean Commission it was 
learned from Washington, D. C. 
sources. The commission, composed 
of American, British, French and 
Dutch members, meets twice yearly 
for the purpose of improving the 
West Indian economy. 


Tornado Hits Negro Settlement 

Clarence Lewis, 45, was killed and 
12 members of his family were in- 
jured when a tornado struck a Ne- 
gro settlement in Eagletown, Okla. Lewis’ wife, his father 
and 10 children were removed to a hospital at DeQueen, 
Ark. after the funnel-shaped twister hit. 


WIDOW WHO SOUGHT RELIEF 


ship, Allen County, in deporting Mrs. Lacey said that was 
her “legal settlement.” Amazed by Indiana’s action, Ar- 
kansas Welfare Commissioner A. J. Moss, said: “I have 
never heard of any commonwealth or nation which de- 
ported its applicants for welfare.” 

Mrs. Lacey vigorously protested the deportation order 
but Schultz ordered a special constable to take her back 
back to Arkansas, where she applied for relief. 


Bindley Cyrus 











California Bans Auto Insurance Bias 
Two bills to prevent racial discrimination by auto in- 
surance companies were passed unanimously by the Cali- 
fornia Assembly. Both were sponsored by Negro Assem- 
blyman Byron Rumford (D., Oakland). One bill would 
prohibit companies from charging Negroes higher insur- 
ance premiums, the other would revoke the license of any 
company compiling five violations of the anti-Jim Crow 
law. Meanwhile, after three hours of angry debate, an 
assembly committee voted against legislation proposing 
an FEP commission. The bill was sponsored by Negro As- 
semblyman Augustus F. Hawkins (D., Los Angeles). 


Say Ga. GOP Backs Negro For Customs Post 


Georgia Republicans have agreed to the appointment | 
of Negro banker Louis B. Toomer as U. S. collector of | 


customs at Savannah, according to the Atlanta Consti- 
tution. The paper said Georgia Republicans are with- 
holding an official statement until the FBI clears the 
appointment. A white Georgia GOP faction, however, 
claims plans for building a two-party system in the South 
will be hampered if Toomer, an Eisenhower supporter, is 
named customs collector. 





Housing Bias Against Whites Charged 

A white civic club brought discrimination charges 
against the Toledo Metropolitan Housing Authority, 
claiming white applicants were given the “brush 
off” when they attempted to make application for 
housing in four projects of 700 units. A spokesman 
for Central East Side Civ Club said the location of 
TMHA’s application office in a predominantly Negro 
neighborhood was also discriminatory against 
whites. TMHA had announced Negroes could move 
in the projects after finding the units could not be 
filled by whites, but could be filled by Negroes now 
on the waiting list for public housing. 
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Cotton Executive Gives $300,000 For Negro Y 
A white cotton executive and his wife contributed 
$300,000 toward the construction of a $1,500,000 Negro 
YMCA in Houston, Texas, and were instrumental in get- 
ting a foundation to donate an additional $300,000. Mr. 
and Mrs. Lamar Fleming donated the fund toward the 
modernistic, six-story building to be erected adjacent to 
Texas Southern University and got the M. D. Anderson 
Foundation to make the additional donation. Construc- 
tion will begin in July. The project will house 70 resi- 
dents, include an athletic field and swimming pool. 


Chaplain Faces Trial For Allotment Violation 

Major William Perkins, an Army chaplain stationed at 
Warren air base near Cheyenne, Wyo., was charged with 
' obtaining an allotment for a woman who is not his mother 
and faces an army court martial. NAACP attorney Sam- 
uel Menin of Denver, who is defending Perkins, said that 
the chaplain has been charged by the army with getting 
an allowance for Mrs. Julia Wright, who reared Perkins 
after his mother died. ; 
Virgin Islands ‘Quickie’ Divorces Imperiled 

The Virgin Islands quickie divorce 
business was imperiled by a dispute 
between Negro Federal Judge Herman 
Moore and 60 wives, many of them 
socially-prominent Americans, who 
are seeking decrees. According to 
Virgin Islands law, divorces may be 
| granted, providing the seeker has 
spent six weeks in the islands. But 
[ew Moore has held up decrees for 








the waiting 60 on grounds that they 
are “not sincere” in swearing to him -: Fat 
that the Islands will be their “perma- Judge Moore 
nent home.” He pointed out that most of the divorcees 
take the next plune or boat home after a divorce has 
been granted. Meanwhile, a legislative bill designed to 
Cee the six-week waiting period the principal require- 
ment for divorce, was vetoed by Gov. Morris De Castro. 
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U. S. Judge Upholds Housing Segregation 

Racial segregation in a Savannah, Ga., public housing 
project constructed partly with Federal funds was up- 
held by U.S. District Court Judge Alexander Holtzoff in 
Washington, D. C. The judge maintained equal though 
separate facilities are available to Savannah’s Negroes in 
other projects, and dismissed ‘a suit brought by the 
NAACP in behalf of 13 Negro families who sued after 
being ousted from a slum section of the city to make way 
for an all-white project. The Justice Department argued 
the suit should have been brought against Savannah of- 
ficials who are responsible for the local policy. 


2 Laborers Die, Buried Under 30 Tons Of Dirt 
Two Chicago laborers, digging a ditch for a new sewer 
system in Chattanooga, Tenn., were killed when the walls 
of the ditch collapsed and buried them under 30 tons of 
dirt. Rescue workers dug for more than four hours to 
remove the bodies of Hilbert Cook and Will Coleman. 


2 N. J. YMCAs Merge, End Race Segregation 
Racial segregation in Summit, N. J., YMCAs will end 
next month when the Summit and Lincoln YMCAs merge 
and begin an expansion program of services to the entire 
community. An announcement stated: “Participation of 
Negro members in the Summit YMCA during these years 
has reflected the growing sentiment among Summit 
people that the pattern of a segregated and separate 
YMCA for Negroes, which was established many years 
ago, is no longer necessary.” 





Negro Bus Line Resumes Service After Dispute 

Bus service on Negro-owned Bison Line operating be- 
tween Washington and Maryland points resumed follow- 
ing notification by Interstate Commerce Commission and 
the Maryland Motor Vehicle Department that the line’s 
insurace certificates were on file as required by law. Service 
was interrupted for 10 days after Maryland police jailed 
two of the company’s drivers for driving uninsured buses. 
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WA Dr. Bethune Shows Off FDR Cane: In Nassau to lecture 
and attend social affairs in her honor, Dr. Mary McLeod 
Bethune shows friends the handsome swagger cane given 
to her by the late President Franklin D. Roosevelt who 
carried it at the Yalta conference. Said Dr. Bethune: 
“Just as some women smoke cigarettes, I swagger canes.” 


Lack Of Oldsters Closes Ga. Home For Negroes 
A “model” county home at Albany, Ga., for old-aged Ne- 


| groes will be closed because prospective occupants appar- 
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ently prefer living in their own homes and receiving 
meager welfare payments, welfare officials announced. A 
spokesman for Dougherty County Home said although the 
home was equipped to provide food, comfortable beds, ra- 
dios and clean surroundings for 18 persons, it has never 
had more than 10 occupants. Even these were constantly 
drifting back to their own homes, he added in making the 
closing announcement. 








Negroes Seek Offices In 20 N. C. Elections 

Negro office-seekers have entered recent or forthcom- 
ing municipal elections in 20 North Carolina cities, an 
Associated Press survey revealed. Topping the list were 
three Negroes who were unsuccessful in their quest of 
seats on the board of aldermen and board of education 
in Concord. In Winston-Salem, Rev. William R. Crawford 
was unopposed for alderman while in Goldsboro Dr. M. E. 
DuBissette, first Negro to run for office in 50 years, was 
eliminated as he ran seventh in a field of 16 candidates 
for alderman. In Durham, insurance executive R. N. 
Harris faces white grocer M. T. Magnum for a council 
seat in a election this coming week. 







Yesterday In Negro History 
May 1, 1926—Bessie Coleman, pioneer Negro woman 
flyer, was killed instantly when her plane crashed 
in Jacksonville, Florida. Her body fell from the 
plane while it was still 2,000 feet in the air and was 
found over a mile from the wreckage. 
May 1, 1946—The late Mrs. Emma Clarissa Clement 
was chosen “American Mother of the Year” by the 
Golden Rule Foundation. The mother of Atlanta 
University President Rufus E. Clement ana the 
granddaughter of a slave, she was the first Negro 
woman to be so honored. 
May 5, 1905—The first edition of the.Chicage De- 
fender was published by Robert Ss. Abbott. The 
handbill-size paper sold for 
two cents and was person- 
ally distributed by the pub- 
lisher. 
May 7, 1946—William Henry 
Hastie was inaugurated as 
governor of the Virgin Is- 
lands at Charlotte Amalie, 
becoming the first Negro 
governor of a United States 
possession. 
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© FORECAST 


Cab To Quit Porgy. When his contract runs out 
this summer, Cab Calloway will leave the cast of 
Porgy and Bess to do a night club single at $5,000 
per week, combining his singing with a dancing act. 
Novelist Due Back In U. §. In the wake of publicity 
concerning his controversial new novel, The Out- 
sider, author Richard Wright will make a surprise 
visit to the U. S. from Paris and will be presented 
in a series of lectures. 
Sam Langford On Tape. The U.S. Library of Con- © 
gress will tape record highlights of the ring experi- 
ences of famed prizefighter Sam Langford, “The Bos- 
ton Tar Baby.” The 73-year-old Langford will be 
brought to Washington to make the recordings for 
posterity as did the late Jelly Roll Morton, piano jazz 
immortal. 

Lena Horne Movie. Beauteous singer Lena Horne 
soon will tour the West Indies where she will be 
starred in a movie with a Haitian background. 

New Alan Paton Book. Mixed romance in 
South Africa will be the theme of a new novel by 
Alan Paton, author of Cry, The Beloved Country. 
To be published this fall, it will be called Too Late 
The Phalarope. 

Negro Tenor At Metropolitan. Charles Riley, 
Texas tenor now singing minor roles with the Metro- 
politan Opera Company, will be the first Negro to © 
win a major singing role at the famed Metropolitan | 
Opera House. 












| FOREIGN NEWS | 


GI Says Chinese Reds Jim Crowed Negro PWs 

A Negro Army private told military officials at Freedom 
Village, Korea, that Chinese Communists drew a color 
line in prisoner of war camps—segregating whites from 
Negroes. Pvt. James Franklin, 20, of Petersburg, Va., said 
segregation started in August, 1952, when “they moved 
us colored boys from Camp No. 1 to Camp No. 5... 
and more or less kept different nationalities separate.” 
Franklin, who developed a lung infection while a PW, 
was repatriated two years almost to the day after his 
capture north of the 38th Parallel. 


Mau Mau Decrees Castration For ‘Loyal Natives 
The anti-white Mau Mau society issued a directive that 
Kikuyu tribesmen who aid the British should be “cas- 
trated, have their eyes put out and be beheaded,” colonial 
officials said in Kenya, East Africa. The directive re- 
portedly was issued by the Mau Mau central council and 
relayed to outlying districts in March. Officials an- 
nounced that 1,059 persons—more than half of them 
Africans—have been killed in Kenya since the Mau Mau 
began its campaign to force whites out of the colony. In 
another development, seven Kikuyus were sentenced to 
death for slaying a white settler and his family, and 260 
tribesmen were ordered tried for the March massacre at 
Lari, where 150 Africans were reported slain. In Nairobi, 
an Italian woman, her two children and African cook 
were slain by terrorists while 180 Africans watched. 


6 Natives Named To Sierra Leone Cabinet 

Six native Africans were named full cabinet members 
in the colony of Sierra Leone in British West Africa. It 
was the first time in the country’s 166-year history that 
Africans have held such high government posts. Robert 
Dezouche, white British-appointed governor, named Dr. 
M. A. S. Margai, A. M. Margai, M. S. Mustapha, A. G. 
Randle, Siaka, and Paramount Chief Bai Farima Pass II 
to the cabinet. 
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Nigerian Lawmakers Plan Ban On Nudity 

British coloniai officials in Lagos, Nigeria, were 
planning legislation to halt Africans from walking 
around in the nude. The minister of social services 
proposed that Nigerians be educated away from the 
custom, but another legislator insisted that it would 
take a nudity patrol to enforce any law against un- 
clothed Nigerians. Officials adjourned before taking 
definite action against nudity. 








$20,000 Offered For Sleeping Sickness Cure 

The Belgian government announced a $20,000 award to 
the first discoverer of a cure for sleeping sickness. The 
award will be given by the Belgian ministry of colonies 
after a committee of three doctors and one layman con- 
firms the success of the proposed cure. Scientists of all 
nationalities were invited to send their suggestions. 


Greek Artist Completes Selassie’s Portrait 

Greek artist Basil Germenis of Athens unveiled Emperor 
Haile Selassie’s newest portrait, which he painted from 
life in Addis Ababa. The huge portrait shows the Ethiopian 
Emperor in a marshal’s uniform wearing many of his 
decorations, his ungloved left hand resting on a sword and 
his right hand holding back his cape. Said Germenis of 
Selassie: “He was one of the best subjects I have ever 
painted.” 


UN Committee Reports ‘Slavery Growing’ 

A United Nations committee reported that “slavery in 
its crudest form not only persists in the world, but also 
has increased since the end of World War II.” The com- 
mittee’s report concluded a three-year, world-wide survey 
of the problem, and was backed by a mass of documents 
representing answers to questionnaires submitted to both 
member and non-member governments. The findings 
were placed before the Economic and Social Council of 
the UN for study and suggestions on how to eliminate 
slave trade and its allied forms of servitude. 
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ARE EUROPE’S MEN 


In Paris one of the newest night spots attracting 
Frenchmen out for a night on the town is the Venus, a 
girlie showplace where every unescorted male is immedi- 
ate prey for B girls who inhabit the place. The club 
features a slim Negro girl who is held in reserve for all 
diehards. When all other girls are spurned—smiles, short 
skirts, low dresses and all—the colored girl is called in 
for her winks. 

For in Paris as in other big cities in Europe, Negro 
girls today are a much-wooed, much-desired lot. In many 


Singer Dinah Lee wed British publicist Percy Owen (r.) in 
20’s, saw daughter Doreen marry British decorator recently. 
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Singer Anne Brown married Norwegian Thor Schjelderup. 
Their daughter, Vaar, is held by Paula, Anne’s daughter by a 
previous marriage. He has two children by former marriage. 


swains intent on “stealing” what they .consider the most 
beautiful women to come from the States. In the past 
decade a host of America’s most ravishing chocolate- 
hued entertainers, students and tourists have returned 
home with extravagant stories of romances shared with 
some of the top personages on the Continent. Many 
beauties have failed to return home, remaining behind 
to wed European admirers. 

Just recently, soprano Mattiwilda Dobbs, on an ex- 
tended tour of the Continent, surprised her friends and 
family by wedding Spanish magazine writer Don Louis 
Rodriquez de la Piedra in Italy. Not too long ago a 
handsome Norwegian ski champion named Thor 
Schjelderup stole the heart of concert singer Anne 
Brown while she was touring Norway. She remained in 
Norway and later became his bride. A similiar case 






Expensive Gifts, Diamonds Showered On Some Beauties 


is that of the fabulous Peters Sisters. The betrothals in 81 















Paris of Virginia to artist Michel Engel and Anne to mu- ct 
sician Willie Kett strongly indicates that sister Mattye Ei 
too will follow the course already gharted by her sisters. fc 

Curiously, while Europeans, especially the French and the F 
Spanish, long have been noted for their love-making, they - 


have responded even more passionately when smitten by 
the charm of brown-skinned women. One such case is ye 
that of singer Alberta Hunter, who, in the late 30’s, was 
pursued by a handsome Danish baron who showered her 
with expensive gifts and cruised her down Paris boule- 
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— and Mattye of famous Peters Sisters trio buss Belgian 
cyc “~ champions. Virginia and a third sister, Anne, married 
renchmen. Both said “It was love at first sight.” 


‘ 
| 


sysbcbHsa wWsa Ss 





16 











vards in a flashy Jaguar. 

In many instances, Ne- 
gro beauties who suc- 
cumb to the charms of 
European lovers have 
found lasting marriages. 
For example, famed en- 
tertainer Dinah Lee who 
went to London over 290 
years ago as leader of 
an all-male band was 
wooed and won by suave 
British press agent Per- 
cy Owen. Only a few 
months ago the couple 
saw their daughter Do- 
reen Amy, also wed to 
white London contrac- ’ 
tor-builder John A. Pit- 4 - 
ton. r iwi 

Not all Negro beauties, Bolle’ marvel ‘Soantard te 
however, take the final Italy in surprise wedding. 
marital plunge with their European admirers. Singer 
Eartha Kitt, for instance, upon returning to the US., left 
behind a string of unrequited lovers who had besieged 
her with proposals—including an unidentified prince who 
gifted her with a marble-sized diamond. Another titled 
admirer offered her the deed to his Egyptian palace. 

At the height of her success, actress Nina Mae McKin- 
ney romanced earls and lords, but avoided the altar trek 
with her titled lotharios as did actress Acquanetta in 
later years when she was pursued by an amourous titled 
Russian. 

Of current interest is the budding romance of singer 
Josephine Premice and a handsome French importer who 
made an Atlantic crossing a few weeks ago just to sur- 
prise her on her opening night at Chicago’s Black Orchid 
night club. Josephine met her mysterious admirer in 
Paris and coyly admits he spends nearly $4,000 a month 
phoning her. .. 
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|_BUSINESS | 


Negro Heads Canadian Auto Parts Firm 

A 39-year-old Negro, J. Lyle Browning, was appointed 
president of the Car Steel Corporation of Canada, Ltd., 
a three-month-old auto-parts manufacturing firm with 
offices in Windsor and a four-story*plant in LaSalle. A 
native of Canada, Browning was formerly vice-president 
of Coronet TV in Windsor. The new firm employs 40 per- 
sons and holds contracts with botn Canadian and Ameri- 
can firms, including Ford and Chrysler. 


Woman Passes N. Y. Stock Exchange Exam 

Mrs. Lilla St. John, certified invest- 
ment counselor with Oppenheimer and 
Company on Wall Street, became the 
first Negro woman to pass the New 
York Stock Exchange examination for 
financial advisors. She had crammed 
only two months before passing the 
examination which gained her official 
recognition in the financial world. 
The 25-year-old mother of two chil- 
dren, once a lyric soprano on her own 
Milwaukee television show, says she 
finds capital investment “utterly fas- 
cinating.” 


Died: 

Mrs. Rosa Olley, 75, mother-in-law of U.S. ambassador 
to Liberia Edward R. Dudley; of cancer; at New York’s Sy- 
denham Hospital. ... Dr. Walter Fales, 56, professor of 
philosophy at Lincoln University (Pa.); of “complications” ; 
at his campus residence. ... Fanny Smith, who claimed to 
be 121; of diseases incident to old age; at Marianna, Ark. 
... Dr. Ionia R. Whipper, 78, a Washington, D.C., physician 
for 40 years; after a long illness; at New York’s Harlem 
Hospital. 


Mrs. Lilla St. John 














WEEKLY ALMANAC|}] 


FORTUNE TELLER OF THE WEEK. Bessie 
Adams, 19, a bookstore operator in Birmingham, 
Ala., who turned fortune teller, was arrested after a 
Negro customer complained she charged him $2 and told 
him that his mother was ‘ine and would write; that his 
son in Korea had not been captured by the Reds; and 
that his wife was running around with his best friend. 
The customer complained: (1) that his mother died in 
1937; (2) he does not have son, and (3) his wife has been 
in prison for two and one-half years. Miss Adams drew a 
$125 fine and a 180-day suspended jail sentence. 


Se She Sue QUESTION OF THE WEEK. ‘In Memphis, Tenn., 
= <= <= motorist Nathaniel Ratcliff was stopped by, po- 
lice for speeding. “You 
were checked by radar 
at 40 miles an hour,” 
Ratcliff was told. “Who’s 
radar?” he asked. 


s le Se PATIENT OF 
= THE WEEK. 
Singer Lena Horne and 
her husband, Lennie 
Hayton, kept an _ all- 
night vigil in Chicago 
watching their Siamese 
cat named Anna. The cat 
had swallowed a sewing 
needle and they took 
Anna to a veterinary. A 
fluoroscopic examination 
showed the needle im- 
bedded in its intestines 
and the vet advised that 
nothing could be done : » a % 
except wait its passage. Lena Horne and Anna 
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MM EXPLANATIONS OF THE WEEK. In Washing- 
ee ton, D. C., Robert Swann was jailed for stealing 
a bag of potatoes. Swann claimed that he was passing 
the Washington Produce Company and a 50-pound bag 
of white potatoes rolled off a pile on to his shoulder and 
he walked away, not realizing it was there. Swann was 
ordered to a mental institution. - 


5 as aS WALLET OF THE WEEK. While working on a 

construction job in Arlington, Va., 11 years ago, 
Alphonzo Brice of Washington lost his wallet containing 
$27. Last week, a man named “Tex” mailed the wallet 
back to Brice from San Antonio with a note explaining: 
“I have been intending to return this money for too 
long a time, but have continually let it ride.” Said Brice: 
“The money will come in mighty handy right now be- 
cause one of the children is sick in bed.” 


as aS as SENTENCE OF THE WEEK. In New York Fed- 

eral court for an $8.75 mail theft, ex-postal 
worker Earl D. Davis, 23, admitted having a $12-a-day 
heroin habit, said he held two jobs to support his family 
and buy dope. Judge John W. Clancy suspended a prison 
term, placed Davis on probation. But Davis objected, 
explaining, “I’d like to stay off the streets. I’m using 
drugs and there’s too much opportunity to get more.” 
Judge Clancy commented; “This is a new one-.on me,” re- 
sentenced Davis to six months in prison. 


SS ‘ THIEF OF THE WEEK. While two Detroit of- 
- = ficers were busy in the Hunt St. police station, 
William J. Washington, 27, stole their record and tele- 
type books from the rear of their car, parked outside. A 
few minutes later, the officers caught up with Washing- 
ton, recovered their books, and arrested him on a charge 
of simple larceny. Explained Washington: “I thought 
they were song books.” Judge Martha Griffiths dismissed 
the charge, advising Washington: “Don’t let this happen 
again. Otherwise, you may find yourself singing the 
Prisoner’s Song.” 
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ux» TRAGEDY OF 
o2 7 =” THE WEEK. In 
New York, William Hey- 
ward, 63, was to return 
home from Bellevue Hospi- 
tal after removal of a leg 
because of a blood condi- 
tion. But before he left, 
Bellevue officials got word 
that his wife, Irene, 59, had 
a stroke and was dying in 
Harlem Hospital. Heyward 
was taken by ambulance to 
the bedside of his wife, 
spent an hour praying, then 
was taken back to Bellevue 
temporarily. 


“12% THIEF OF THE 
= se? WEEK. Arrested 
in Los Angeles, James 
Langley was charged with 
stealing a superior court | pee x 
judge’s robes. Asked why William Heyward 
he stole the judicial robes, Langley, who is a part-time 
minister when he is not on his janitor’s job, declared: “I 
thought it would look pretty sharp on me when I deliver 
a sermon.” 

EXCUSE OF THE WEEK. After Cleveland Owens, 
ter de 2 her a 27-year-old Detroiter, had pleaded guilty to a 
charge of operating an automobile without a driver’s li- 
cense, Traffic Judge John D. Watt said, “This is the third 
time you have been brought to court for this offense. 
Why haven’t you got a license?” Owens yawned, rubbed 
his head and replied, “Judge, your honor, I’m like George 
Washington was about chopping down the cherry tree: 
I can’t lie; I was just too tired and lazy to walk down to 
the police to get a license.” Said the Judge: “Very well. 
Since you are so tired I am going to give you a resting 
period. Seven days in the House of Correction.” 
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Miami Beach Hotel Drops Color Bar For Convention 
Approximately 165 delegates to the women’s conven- 
tion of the Church of God In Christ, convening May 5 
through 10 in Florida, will comprise the first Negro 
group ever housed in a white Miami Beach hotel. Inter- 
national President Mrs. L. B. Coffey said the delegates 
had received accommodations at the fashionable Betsy 
Ross Hotel on Ocean Drive. The conventioners have also 
scheduled their main banquet in the white Floridian 
Hotel dining room. Over 2,000 delegates will attend. 


South Carolina Episcopalians Lift Racial Bars 

The diocese of South Carolina of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church voted to invite Negro congregations to ap- 
ply for membership in the diocesan convention. Bishop 
Thomas N. Carruthers hailed the move as “historic” and 
pointed out that the diocese, embracing the eastern part 
of the state, was the only one in the Episcopal Church in 
this country not providing for representation of Negro 
congregations. 


Bishop Barred From S. Africa, Sails For Rhodesia 

Bishop Frederick D. Jordan of the AME church, barred 
by officials from Union of South Africa, left New York on 
a TWA flight for Bulawayo, Southern Rhodesia. He was 
officially approved by British authorities for entry into 
Southern Rhodesia. 


2 Detroit Ministers Jailed For Fortune Telling 

A youthful minister and his female assistant were 
arrested in Detroit during church services for fortune 
telling. Over 250 church members watched as police led 
Rev. Ralph J. Boyd, 32, and Rev. Edith Thompson, 29, 
from the building and charged them with handing out 
numbers and “blessed” China plates for $2 per member. 
Policemen, who made the arrests, said Rev. Boyd preached 
a sermon on “Doing Good For Others” and told each 
member as they passed him in a line to: “Play clear- 
water—310—and you will hit within a week.” 
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MR. & MRS. 


Hadda Brooks Denies Marriage To French Count 


Nightclub singer Hadda Brooks de- 
nied reports that she is married to 
wealthy Count Gerard de Vissant of 
Paris, France. Opening a one-week 
engagement at the Jamboree Supper 
Club in Oklahoma City, the Los An- 
geles entertainer declared, “I defi- 
nitely am not married to Count de 
Vissant, and any reports which claim 
that I am are false.” She admitted, 
however, that she is engaged to the 
count and will marry him in Los An- 
geles this June. She also confirmed a 
report that the count inherited “some- 








Hadda Brooks 


thing like $6,000,000” when his parents died early this 
year in an auto crash in- North Africa. After the wed- 
ding, Miss Brooks said, they will buy a home in Encino, 


Calif., then honeymoon in France. 


Dizzy Gillespie Jailed For Non-Support Of Child 


Bebop trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie 
was jailed three hours before a dance 
engagement in Toledo, Ohio, for neg- 
lecting to support an_ illegitimate 
child. Promoters raised $500 bond to 
secure his release only a half-hour be- 
fore he was to go on stage. The New 
York musician pleaded guilty last July 
to fathering the four-year-old boy, but 
later denied paternity, explaining, 
“God told me to enter a guilty plea.” 
In domestic relations court, however, 
he was ordered to pay $1,290 in back 





Dizzy Gillespie 


support. Gillespie was arrested on complaint of the boy’s 
mother Ruth Agee, 30. Gillespie paid the mother $280 
before leaving Toledo, agreed to pay $635 this year, and 


criminal charges were dismissed. 
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~W Abandoned By 
Mother: Left at 
New York Housing 
Authority office by 
their mother who 
became angered by 
long wait in getting 
low-rent apart- 
ment, sons of Mr. 
and Mrs. Samuel 
Wright get chum- 
my with Patrolman 
Vincent Smith at 
a Brooklyn police 
station while par- 
ents search for new 
home. Boys were 
later housed with 
a relatives. 


White ate Claims Negro Doctor Stole Her Mink 

Dr. Charles E. Baker of Long Island, N. Y., was charged 
with stealing a mink stole by white TV singer Eleanor 
Ohms, who said the physician angrily snatched the gar- 
ment off her back when she told him she wished to end 
their four-year friendship. Mrs. Ohms, who said the mar- 
ried doctor “has always been jealous of that mink stole 
because I look so beautiful in it,” told police she paid for 
the fur with her TV earnings. Dr. Baker’s lawyer insisted 
to police that the physician was the purchaser and owner 
of the stole which is being held by police pending a court 
hearing. 





Detroit Matron Divorces Realtor Husband 

Mrs. Thelma Lee Cartwright, 34, was granted a divorce 
from her wealthy Detroit constable and real estate hus- 
band, Arthur, 42, on charges of cruelty. She was awarded 
$100 weekly alimony for support of their five children. 
Judge Thomas F. Maher also awarded Mrs. Cartwright 
nearly half of Cartwright’s $240,000 real estate holdings. 
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Mixed Couple Ordered To Stay Out Of Indiana 

Charged with failing to register at a Jeffersonville, Ind., 
motel, a 39-year-old Louisville, Ky., Negro and his white 
female companion were given six-month suspended jail 
sentences on condition that they stay out of the state. 
Claude Benboe and Susie L. Justice, 24, were arrested 
when officers found them on a bed in the motel near 
Jeffersonville. After ordering the couple out of Indiana, 
Judge Charles W. Hoodenpyl] fined them $110 each. 


Toledo Wife, Caught In Tryst, Sued For Bigamy 
Arrested after a Cleveland rooming house tryst with 
her young lover, Mrs. Ruth Turner, 24, was charged with 
bigamy on a complaint filed in Toledo by her second 
husband, James Turner. Explained Mrs. Turner to po- 
lice: “I didn’t think my first marriage meant anything.” 


‘Crown’ Of ‘Porgy’ Cast Weds White Girl 

John McCurry, who plays | 
the role of Crown in Porgy i 
and Bess, was married to 
Dorothy Van Kirk, white 
production assistant for 
the Negro musical, at Ja- 
maica courthouse on Long 
Island. It was the first 
marriage for both. The 
couple tried to keep the 
marriage a secret and Miss 
Van Kirk told JET: “Per- 
sonally, I would like to 
write in the sky that we 
are married. I am that 
happy. But I can not say 
more now. John has per- John McCurry on Europe tour. 
sonal reasons why he does not want our marriage pub- 
licized at this time.” The couple met a year ago. A former 
boxer and Army captain, South Carolina-born McCurry 
was discovered at the Karamu Theater in Cleveland, 
where he attended John Carroll University. 
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me. 
Moustache wearers, like New York publicist Ludlow Werner, 
spend total of 172 days of adult lives grooming facial foliage. 
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Whether they groom shag- 
gy patches of bristles which 
spread from cheek to cheek 
or affect pencil-line whisps 
of hair, there are in the U. S. 
today some 3,000,000 Negro 
men who wear moustaches. 
A proud, fastidious iot, they 
would sooner submit to a 
scalping than part with their 
upper lip hair, for most of 
them fancy (correctly) that 
moustaches enhance their 
attraction for women. 





: . Joe Louis raised moustache 
Historically, men have after losing heavyweight title. 


WEAR MOUSTACHES 


been coaxing beards and moustaches into one shape or 
another for upwards of 50 centuries, but few authorities 
have gone under the brush to uncover the reasons why. 
While most men explain that they raise their moustaches 
to charm the opposite sex, the scant few studies which 
touch on the custom cite far more elusive reasons. 

University of Chicago sociologist Donald Pearson claims 
that many Negroes wear moustaches as an adoption of 
a white cultural pattern. Pearson learned that eight out 
of 10 adult Negro males prefer hair adornment to a 
clean-shaven lip. The percentage, significantly, was three 
times higher than among whites. 

Pearson also relates that intermarriages are fast eras- 
ing a tendency to hairlessness—a physical trait often 
attributed to Negroes—and a higher propensity for mous- 
taches follows. 

Eminent British psychiatrist Charles Berg insists 
that “there is a subconscious sexual significance in why 
and how men wear hair.” Minimizing mere masculine 
vanity, Berg explains: “After the eyes, hair is regarded 
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Some Use Moustaches To Hide Femininity 


as the most sexually attractive part of the body.” He 
also unearthed other evidence which shows that men un- 
consciously adopt moustaches as proof of their virility. 

In Freudian terms, says Berg, some men raise mous- 
taches to conceal femininity. Others are victims of Nar- 
cissis (self-love) complexes and groom facial hair solely 
to please themselves. 

Indeed, the reasons why Negroes wear moustaches are 
as varied as the shapes of their upper lip decorations, 
for virtually every moustache fancier explains the fashion 
in slightly different terms. 

For example, jazz trumpeter Dizzy Gillespie, whose 
flourishing moustache and goatee are as familiar to bop 
music fans as his high notes, says, “Shaving does the 
lip no good. Besides, I believe that story about Samson 
losing his strength after his locks were shorn. I’m not 
taking any chances of weakening my ‘chops.’ ” 

On the other hand, NAACP secretary Walter White 
grew a moustache “to look older.” Magazine photog- 
rapher Gordon Parks raised his upper lip hair as a young- 
ster “to apply for a man’s job,” then coaxed it into full 
bloom years later “to protect my lip from the weather.” 

New York public relations counsel Ludlow Werner, one 
of the few U. S. Negroes who wears a waxed model in the 
continental manner, says he had to look older for busi- 
ness reasons, then was unable to part with his spike-like 
tussock for the next 25 years. Dr. Albert Johnston of 
Lost Boundaries fame fell in with the Charlie Chaplin 
fad in the 1920s, allowed his moustache to remain. 

Noted sociologist Dr. Ira DeA. Reid groomed a mous- 
tache because “my father wore one,” and bandleader- 
showman Noble Sissle began wearing a moustache “like 
my buddy officers in France” during World War I. “It 
has since become a stage identity and my public and I 
are stuck with it,” he adds. 

Wilberforce (Ohio) University president Dr. Charles 
Hill has worn a moustache since student days at the 
University of Berlin. Says he: “It was a requirement for 
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membership in a theological verein, German equivalent 
of a college fraternity.” 

Like most items of human adornment, moustaches are 
prey to the whims of fashion. One authority calculated 
that trends in facial hair change on the average of once 
every 120 years, then later repeat in cycles. Where great- 
grandpa’s spreading handlebars were in vogue at the 
turn of the century, such lush shrubbery is fast giving 
way to a smaller, neater variety which demands far less 
expense and attention. 

In some societies, however, beards and moustaches are 
taboo. A Bavarian king issued an edict against wearing 
hair on the face in 1838 because it was indicative of 
immorality and evil, and the ultra-conservative Union 
League Club of New York once demanded that all Negro 
help be clean-shaven as a sign of servility. The Boers 
who settled South Africa used to wear heavy moustaches 
to symbolize white supremacy. 

Yet, today more than half of all men in this country 
wear moustaches of one kind or another. Some sports— 
like professional baseball and boxing—still frown on any 
growth under or over the lip, but as long as men believe 
that moustaches are part of their physical assets (and 
women are quick to agree) the custom will remain a 
widely-accepted one. 
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Dizzy Gillespie’s moustache (l.) is a bebop trademark, but Roy 
Campanella (c.), Ez Charles shave clean for sports competition. 
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% Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, di- 
rector of the United Na- 
tions Trusteeship Depart- 
ment, received an honorary 
doctor of laws degree from 
the University of Rhode 
Island. 

% Harry Belafonie, noted 
young ‘folk singer, will get 
$5,000 for a two-week en- 
gagement at the Mocambo 
in Hollywood. Six months 
ago he was refused a $300- 
a-week contract. 

% Ralph W. Parsons, vice- 
president of New York’s 
United Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company, was elected 
first Negro member of the 
Canadian Life Underwriters 
Association in Toronto. 

% Billy Eckstine, after a 
three-month layoff, will 
wax 16 sides for MGM Rec- 
ords before he begins his 
six month European tour. 
®% Lillian Randolph, veteran 
radio, TV and movie ac- 
tress, was signed for a role 
in the MGM film, Why 
Should I Cry? 

% Luke Easter, Cleveland 
Indians’ first baseman, was 
fined $5 after pleading 
guilty to a speeding charge. 
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% Juanita Hall, the Bloody 
Mary of South Pacific, is 
planning to move from her 
three-room apartment in 
Greenwich Village into a 
seven-room luxury flat on 
Manhattan’s Fifth Avenue. 


% Joel Fluellen, veteran film 
actor, landed a singing role 
in The Moonlighters, a new 
movie about cattle rustling 
which stars Fred MacMur- 
ray and Barbara Stanwyck. 
% Arthur Lee Simpkins, 
noted concert singer, is 
scheduled to sing at the 
Coronation of Queen Eliza- 
beth in London in June. 


% Hazel Scott, the singer- 


- pianist, is planning to fly 


to Germany on July 9, to 
entertain GIs. 

*% C. B. (Gravy Train) Rice, 
popular disc jockey for 
Station KLVL near Hous- 
ton, Texas, lost his left arm 
when a home-made pres- 
sure tank exploded while 
he was repairing it. He 
also suffered painful burns. 


% Hazel Sharper was named 
director of the newly-cre- 
ated community services di- 
vision of radio station WOV 
in New York City. 
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THE WEEK’S 
BEST PHOTOS: =. 


David Jackson 

WY First Negro Catholic Bishop: In Bay St. Louis, Miss., 43- 

year-old Rev. Joseph O. Bowers became the first U. S. 

Negro to be consecrated a bishop of the Catholic Church. 

Consecrator for the colorful cerémony was Archbishop 
Francis Cardinal Spellman of New York (1.). 
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Washington Times-Herald 
W Skates At 15 Months: At an age when many youngsters 
are just learning to walk, 15-month-old Stevie Conyers 
has mastered fundamentals of roller skating in his Wash- 
ington, D.C., home. Tot’s mother, Mrs. James Conyers, 
bought skates because they were “cute” and Stevie 
promptly started practicing. He fell only once. 
32 
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W Evicted By British: When British colonial police leveled 
a shanty town near Nairobi, making 7,000 Africans home- 
less, this Kenya mother fled with nursing baby in a sling 
around her neck and cooking utensils in her hand. Bull- 
dozers demolished the town after a dawn raid by police. 
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United Press 


Wl Overjoyed At Son’s Freedom: Overcome with emotion on 
learning her son, Pvt. Jesse Robertson, was freed by 
Communists in Korean war prisoner exchange, Mrs. 
Sally Blue of Highland Park, Mich., clutches his photo- 
graph, sheds tears of joy. 
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Wl Needs 92 Pints Of Blood: After having three teeth ex- 
tracted, Isaiah Harris, 28, of Chicago, a hemophilia pa- 
tient, had to be given 46 blood trarsfusions before exces- 
sive bleeding was checked. Though doctors diagnosed his 
case as “mild,” Harris now needs 92 pints of blood shown 
in front of him to repay blood bank or pay cost of $804. 
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Cartwheel hat of lacy, wheat-colored straw bordered in deep 
black velvet has matching black velvet flower. Price: $29.95. 





Wide-brimmed hat of shantung straw has moss-green velvet 
trimming and ornaments of large white gardenias. Price: $32.50. 


New Look In 
Npring Hats 


A new spring hat can 
be the answer to many 
of milady’s problems as 
it is certain to bolster 
the wearer’s spirits as 
well as add a gay touch 
to old winter clothes. 

In keeping with the 
new silhouette and the 
slim line in suits and 
dresses, millinery design- 
ers have placed empha- 
sis on the profile and 
back detail in trimming, 
with special attention 
given to new textures. 


Textured straw suit sailor has 
flowers, veil. Price: $25. 


Flowers are still favored for trimmings, but many of 
the gay bonnets are trimmed in velvet ribbons, bows and 
straws and straw combinations in colored weaves. 
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Small Suit Hats Are Popular 


Feathers and veils also play an important part in adding 


glamour to the hats. 


to give the chic, sleek, smart appearance. 


The small suit 
hat for early 
spring is very 
much in promi- 
nence this sea- 
son. These tiny 
head-huggers, 
which include 
colorful, imag- 
inatively- 
trimmed new 
straws, will also 
be good for sum- 
mer wear and 
especially good 
for travel as they 
are easy to pack 
and comfortable 
to wear. 

The gay new 
colors are note- 
worthy and the 
Styles are wide 
and varied ac- 
cording to the 
individual de- 
signer’s imagi- 
nation. New 
spring and sum- 
mer hats shown 
here were de- 
signed by O’Con- 
nel Hats of New 
York. 
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Lacy white straw hat is 


velvet bow, 


short veil. 


They are draped and jauntily tied 


: trimmed with a 
Price: $15.95. 
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| Plastic bath set. 


25 cents. 
ALL METAL BOTTLE RACK. 
Sturdy, all-metal 
rust-proof rack by 
Ekco is designed to 
solve the space prob- 
lem posed by quart 
bottles of wines and 
mixer drinks. With a 
| capacity for 12 quart 
bottles, the rack 
| measures 154% inches 
in length, 13 inches 
high and 634 inches 
deep, permitting it to 
fit into shallow cabi- 
nets or closets. A safe- 
ty guard at the rear 














LITTLE BOYS’ BATH SET. A practical 
new plastic contour rug and 
matching lid cover set has 
been designed by Vinyl for 
little boys-in-training. Both 
pieces, which are stain and 
water-resistant and will nei- 
ther scuff, tear nor crack, are 
easily cleaned with a damp 
cloth. They are available in 
a wide range of colors. Price: 
about $5. 

NEW COLOR REMOVER. A new 
“dual-action” color remover 
by Tintex enables home dyers 
to effectively strip the color 
from acetates and other man- 
made fibers. New process is 


harmless to fabrics and simplified because it is done with- 
out boiling the colors from materials. Prices: 15, 20 and 








Metal bottle rack. 
of each depression prevents bottles from sliding. Price 
$2.95. ee 
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HOMES FOR SALE The decision of Back Bay Boston 
dilettante Ed Alford to sell his New York house and take 
a prolonged world tour writes “finis” to an era of gracious 
entertaining. For years the East 19th Street mansion has 
been the scene of the town’s smartest interracial parties, 
tossed by such ultra organizations as Mollie Moon’s Na- 
tional Urban League Guild and Marie Poston’s Conti- 
nentals. It also has given rise to some of Gotham’s 
choicest ¢hit-chat as personalities vied for top favor with 
the wealthy and generous patron of arts .. . The ill-fated 
“Gloria Swanson House” in Oak Bluffs may have a new 
owner this season. According to a local real estate broker, 
the present owners, Capt. Ted Lawson and his sister-in- 
law, Marjorie McKenzie Lawson of Washington, D. C., 
have put the house and .*s furnishings up for sale at 
$23,000. Although built for the screen star by an adoring 
husband, Miss Swanson never saw the place. She divorced 
the husband before it was time to move in. The house 
has a private beach. For the past two summers, the 
bamboo bar and the television room with its green baroque 
decor were the scenes of many delightful gatherings of 
socially-prominent guests. 


WEDDINGS Friends of Juanita Cousor Newsome are 
teasing the Columbus, Ohio, bride about her tears which 
flowed and flowed as she walked from the altar with her 
bridegroom, assistant prosecuting attorney Fred L. New- 
some ... August 30 has been set for the church wedding 
of Joyce Burrows, younger daughter of the Daniel Bur- 
rowses of New York. Her engagement to David Dinkins 
of Trenton was announced this spring to the popping of 
100 champagne corks .. . A gala welcome is in the offing 
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for Dr. Frank Raiford when he returns to Detroit with 
his bride, Mamie Scott of Washington . . . Two of Cleve- 
land’s social register families will be united early this 
summer when “Miss Howard of 1951,” the lovely Lois 
Gregory, weds Dr. Esque Crawford, a graduate of Howard 
University Medical School and resident physician at 
Homer G. Phillips Hospital in St. Louis ... Lovely Jo 
Anne Garland is being showered as the Angel City’s lead- 
ing June bride. Her parents, Dr. and Mrs. Jay O. Garland, 
migrated to Los Angeles via Muskegan, Mich., leaving a 
trail of friends across the country. 





W Attend Actors’ Benefit Ball: Between dances at the 
Negro Actors’ Guild 15th annual benefit ball in New York’s 
Savoy Ballroom, folk singer Harry Belafonte and wife (1.) 
pause to chat with actor Leslie Scott and wife. Affair 
attracted huge turnout of notables, including Mrs. Ira 
Gershwin and Porgy & Bess producer Robert Breen. 
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. Lois Gregory 





COCKTAIL CHIT-CHAT. In case 
North Carolinians have not heard, 
James A. Livas, often dubbed the 
“Duke Delany,” was driving his two- 
tone blue 1953 DeSoto to New York 
when “Duchess” Julia Delany of 
Raleigh gave the annual party with 
which she pays off social obligations 
for the year. And that accounts for 
the absence of her society escort from 
the best party of her enviable record 
as a talented North Carolina hostess. 
... Rose “Meta” Morgan of New 
York will not say who gave her the 
10-carat, brilliant cut diamond ring 
she is wearing. The sparkler is set in 
platinum and is banked by six square 
cut diamonds. She did say, “It is the 
only thing I didn’t have and wanted.” 
. Baltimore society is bragging that 
its Me-Do-So debutante ball is one 
presentation that costs the deb only 
the price of her gown. Even the cor- 
sage is the gift of the club .. . Some 
Detroiters of color are lamenting their 
lack of luck. The prize deluxe of the 
Alpha Kappa Alpha card party, a ’53 
convertible, was won by a Nordic su- 
pervisor in the department of welfare 
amid criss of grief. 


jk rk Oe 


TRAVELOGUE After spending a month on his estate 
overlooking the Sound at Milford, Conn., cosmopolite Dr. 
Godfrey Nurse will board a steamer for the Mediterranean 
—the perfect honeymoon cruise . .. John Thomas of Har- 
lem’s Hotel Theresa is holding a $1,000 check signed by 
Blanche Strickland of Dallas and Los Angeles. When 
the widowed and fancy-free vice-president of the Excel- 
sior Life Insurance Company decides when and how she 
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wants to travel to Eu- 
rope, he will purchase 
her ticket. Just part of 
the Theresa’s fine per- 
sonal service . . . Ethel 
and Herbert Tate, due 
home from Pakistan in 
July (he is a cultural 
attache) should make 
short shrift of the rumor 
that their son, born to 
Ethel on Washington’s 
birthday, is adopted... 
Faculty members at Flor- 
ida A. & M. College in 
Tallahassee are boning 
up on painting and 
sculpture to welcome 
Samella Lewis, our only 
Ph.D. in Art from Ohio 
State University. Both 
she and her husband, 
Paul, have appointments 
at the college and are 
packing their household 
furnishings for a June 
trek. 


Wi Models Floral Swim 
Suit: Exotic dancer La 
Bommie shows off an 
all-flower swim suit dur- 
ing first meeting of In- 
ternational Negro Flor- 
ist Association, Inc., in 
Miami. Unique suit, 
made from more than 
100 flowers, was designed 
by Miami florist Mrs. 
Theresa Hubert. 















+: PEOPLE ARE 


., =X-heavyweight champion Joe Louis turned vaudeville 

“+ performer, who came out of Harlem’s Apollo Theater— 
his first big date as head of a show unit—with $14,000 
as his share of the box office take. His week at the 
Apollo drew close to $30,000 worth of business. Owner 
Frank Schiffman tried to hold him over, but because 
of other commitments, Joe will have to come back 
early this month for another week. 


hat “quiet” trip to Paris taken by Mexico City’s 

‘George Jones of the famed Chicago Jones brothers 
clan. Before George could pack his grip, everybody 
below the border knew about it. 


.t. That top Atlanta numbers baron who caught his at- 

‘tractive social-climbing wife romancing with her para- 
mour in a “secluded rendezvous.” He gave her such 
a working over that the entire Gate City Negro popu- 
lace is talking plenty. 


«The rich white cotton industrialist who may become 

‘the next husband of Chicago’s globe-trotting Mable 
Sanford Lewis. Talk is that he sent her on a personal 
shopping trip of New York’s Fifth Avenue smart 
women’s shops. 


.1,The trip home to “mama” taken by Cleveland Delta 

“president Merdine Smith, who left her husband, Atty. 
J. Lawrence Smith, on his own. Friends are betting 
the two will get together again—soon. 


ssHow after seven years of separation from his third 
‘Vwife, Eloise, Harlem playboy Walter Beckles is married 
again. The new missus is an Atlantan and Walter has 
bought a house in Connecticut, a new car, some new 
suits and a diamond stickpin. 
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TALKING ABOUT 


PSSSPVELPSE LESSEE Se PUREE RESTS ERE eee LTE SEs 5 


The real reason why Princess Griffin, a glamour chick, 
was evicted from the Lord Calvert Hotel in Miami. 
Her $10,000 damage suit against the hotel has those 
in the know snickering loudly. 


she The crackdown of St. Louis University officials on 
three Negro students, whose white friends complained 
after suffering losses to the trio averaging $25 to $50 
a day in “friendly” blackjack games on the campus. 


sl-The fat white woman with a purse full of $20 bills 

* who “ran ’em around” the bar at Chicago’s swank 
Hotel Sutherland on Drexel Boulevard in a “fare-thee- 
well.” After spending over $100 on free drinks and a 
$50 tip to pianist Kokomo Wellington, she called bar- 
tender Maynard (Mack The Wiggler) McLain and in 
a loud voice said: “Drexel Boulevard was a wonderful 
place until all you »----rs moved on it.” Unwilling to 
stop the flow of free whiskey, not a Negro in the place 
said a word. 


The disposition to be made of the $90,000 plus that 
internal revenue men are said to have found stashed 
in fruit jars and between the leaves of Bibles in the 
parsonage of a noted Houston preacher who died re- 
cently. ’Tis said he refused a salary, but “permitted” 
his members to give him a “love offering” every fourth 
Sunday which seldom was below $1,100. 

sk The 101 pounds lost by Dayton, Ohio’s statuesque 


* Lillian Rice. 

‘- How Duke Ellington ex-vocalist Betty Roche caused 
an uproar in Baltimore’s Comedy Club by loud-talking 
newsman Buddy Lonesome into picking up the check 
for drinks she had ordered for everybody. 

—Dan BURLEY 
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BOOK THE COTTON KINGDOM 


OF THE ror 
WEEK By Frederick Law Olmstead 


© In the 90 years since the Civil War reached its peak 
in bitterness and intensity, America has seen an amazing 
transformation not only of Negroes from slavery to free- 
dom but also the remarkable change of whites in their 
understanding and approach to race. In the process, 
much that is legend and fable has grown up over the 


years concerning the institution of slavery. As in all | 


conflicts, there were always two sides and still are. 
@ Exactly how far the distortions on both sides went is 
revealed in a fascinating new edition of what may some 
day become a classic work on the subject of slavery in the 
South. It i is The Cotton “th 0g (Knopf $6.75), a volume 
j a first published in 1861. Now 
reissued with careful editorial 
notes and an introduction by 
scholarly Arthur M. Schles- 
inger, the bulky book by 
Frederick Law Olmstead is a 
penetrating view back into 
the past. 
@ Actually The Cotton King- 
dom originally consisted of a 
series of articles which Olm- 


Times after making three 


1850’s. Olmstead was as un- 
biased an observer as could 
be found in those days. With 
a sharp and inquisitive mind, 
he delved deeply into the 
plantation system and relates 
a. = SSC in ~ dramatic terms how hu- 
Slaves in chains. man bondage took its toll. 





stead wrote for the New York | 
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| JOURNALISM 


Negro Named Editor Of White N. J. Newspaper 

A 27-year-old Negro was named managing editor of a 
white weekly newspaper in Clifton, N. J. Leslie Nash, Jr., 
will be in complete charge of editorial functions of the 
Clifton Leader (circ. 10,000), head an all-white staff of 12. 
Nash joined the Leader staff as a sports writer in 1942, 
was promoted to associate editor in 1946. Four years 
later he left his hometown to edit a Negro travel guide 
in New York. He returned when owner Augustine La 
Corte persuaded him to take over the newspaper. 


New York Girl Becomes Editor At McGraw-Hill 

Janis Yates Sims, former Gourmet magazine staff 
writer, was named assistant editor at McGraw-Hill Pub- 
lishers, one of the largest business magazine and text- 
book publishers in the nation. The Phi Beta Kappa grad- 
uate of Tufts and Mt. Holyoke Colleges formerly worked 
for the Atlantic Monthly. 


White Mississippi Editor Favors Mixed Sports 
James Burnett, sports editor of the Millsaps (Miss.) 
College student publication, Purple and White, advocated 
permitting Negroes to compete with white athletes in 
the South. In his weekly column, Sports Views, Burnett 
listed top-ranking Negroes in several sports and said: 
“Many more could be named, but enough have been 
named here to show that they are most certainly not 
an inferior race. I think that if a person is equal to me 
in any field he should be accepted regardless of color.” 


|-Lele) ¢) 


Negro Is Hero Of New Murder Mystery 

A Negro butler named Webster Flagg is the hero of a 
new detective story, Murder By The Day, the current se- 
lection of the popular Crime Club. Published by Double- 
day, the whoduit by Veronica Parker Jol.1s relates how 
Flagg solves the murder of his employer. Mortimer Ruth- 
erford. 
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Woros or tHe Week 


Peter Cash, 61, pleading guilty to a begging charge before 
a Detroit judge: “Your honor. I’m in a heck of a fiz, be- 
cause I am never able to live up ‘to my name. Here I am 
Mr. Cash myself, and don’t have a penny.” 


J. D. Rheinallt Jones, president of the South African Insti- 
tute of Race Relations: “The growing solidarity of Afri- 
can consciousness is a warning that the day of white 
dominance is rapidly coming to an end.” 


Nat Kahn, Hollywood columnist, describing Katherine 
Dunham’s dance routine: “Miss Dunham, a lass with a 
not-so-delicate derriere, gives out with more grinds than 
a coffee can.” 


Earl Johnson, explaining to a Washington, D.C., traffic 
judge why he followed a speeding ambulance through two 
red lights: “It’s the quickest way I know to get through 
town.” 


Billy Eckstine, lauding Southern white teenagers and col- 
lege students for helping to break down segregation. 
“They're forgetting the prejudices of their parents, and 
coming to the dances and concerts with nothing more on 
their minds than the desire to be entertained.” 


Felix Harrell, 18-year-old Montgomery, 
Ala., burglar, to detectives who cap- 
tured him on the skylight of a down- 
town store: “Oh, I could have slipped 
away from you, but I just didn’t want 
to. I was too tired.” 


George Shearing, blind white pianist, 
telling fans who offered him their 
eyes why he would rather remain 
sightless: “I’ve never seen color, so I 

E have no prejudice. I judge a man for 
George Shearing himself, not for the color of his skin.” 
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Dodgers May Shift Robinson To Left Field 

Another position shift loomed for Jackie Robinson of 
the Brooklyn Dodgers. The new position: left field. Al- 
though manager Chuck Dressen refused to admit it, 
sources close to Dodger doings said Robinson would be 
tried in left field, perennially a weak spot on the club, 
so that Billy Cox could return to third base, where Jackie 
was shifted after rookie Junior Gilliam joined the team. 
Dressen insisted that Robinson “is doing great” at third 
base, but Jackie took daily half-hour workouts in left 
field. When questioned by reporters, Dressen said, “Rob- 
inson can play any damn position—even catch.” 


Carter Floors Collins 10 Times, Keeps Title 

In one of the most controversial bouts of recent years, 
Jimmy Carter of New York successfully defended his 
lightweight title by flooring Tommy Collins 10 times in 
their championship bout in Boston. Carter was awarded 
a “technical knockout” fourth-round victory after referee 
Tommy Rawson stopped the fight. Numerous writers and 
millions of television fight fans assailed Rawson after- 
ward on the grounds that he should have stopped the 
bout earlier. But the referee, who was exonerated of 
negligence by the Massachusetts Boxing Commission, ex- 
plained: “He didn’t seem to me to be in really serious 
trouble.” Collins agreed, but Carter declared’ that the 
bout “turned my stomach,” adding: “I would have told 
the referee to stop it, but referees resent suggestions from 
fighters.” 

Negro Boxer Jailed After White Foe Dies 

Welterweight boxer Jimes Brown of Hartford, 
Conn., was charged with technical manslaughter 
after the ring death of white welterweight Dick 
Miller. Kept in jail overnight after his white foe 
failed to answer the bell for the fifth round and died 
in a hospital later, Brown pleaded innocent of the 
charge and was freed on $1,000 bail. 

























Passing Star Willie Thrower — With Bears 


Willie Thrower, pass-tossing, 
second - string Michigan State 
quarterback, signed a contract 
with the Chicago Bears of the 
National Football League. The,. 
former New Kensington (Pa.) 
grid star helped the Spartans to 
a crucial 21-3 win over rugged 
Notre Dame in his most notable LP 
collegiate performance. Willie Thrower 


Morgan Wins Four Penn Relays Events 

Morgan State College of Baltimore enjoyed a “field 
day” at the 59th annual Penn Relays in Philadelphia, 
winning three relay events and the 100-yard dash. The 
440-yard relay team of Bob Robinson, Otis Johnson, Jim- 
my Rogers, and Art Bragg won in 41.7 seconds, finishing 
five yards ahead of second-place North Carolina A. & T. 
Lou Gooden replaced Robinson in the quartet that won 
the 880-yard relay in 1.26.3s. Morgan’s freshman mile re- 
lay team won in 3.19.3; and Bragg, workhorse of the Re- 
lays, won the 100-yard dash in 9.7s. Meanwhile, Willie 
Williams of Illinois posted the same time to win the 
100-yard event at the annual Drake Relays in Des 
Moines, Ia. 


Kentucky Derby Veteran Picks Native Dancer 

A 66-year-old veteran of 52 Kentucky Derby races pre- 
dicted that Native Dancer will win the 1953 classic. Reece 
Miller, who works for a Lexington horse shipper, made 
his pick, explaining: “That Native Dancer is the run- 
ningest horse I’ve ever seen. Best horse I think I’ve seen 
outside of Man O’ War. Only difference, he runs from 
behind and Man O’ War was always in front.” Miller saw 
his first Derby race in 1900 and has not missed one since. 
He figures he has picked 60 per cent of the winners in 
52 races. While Native Dancer appeared as the No. 1 
choice, most horse followers figured Correspondent, with 
Eddie Arcaro up, as a staunch contender. 
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Knickerbockers Draft Walt Dukes 

Although no agreement on salary had been announced, 
the New York Knickerbockers made Walt Dukes, All- 
American center from Seton Hall University, their num- 
ber one draft choice in National Basketball Association 
meeting at Boston. The Knicks had previously refused 
Dukes’ demand for a $23,000 yearly salary. Former Long 
Island University star Ray Felix, slated to be the Knicks’ 
second choice, was drafted by the Baltimore Bullets. 


f 


~W Wheelchair Vets In Cage Clash: In final game of the 
fifth annual National Wheelchair Basketball Tourna- 
ment at New York, disabled veteran Maurice Brooks (c.) 
of Bulova Watchmakers guards high-scoring Joe Foley 
(1.) of Sports Stars as Jack Gerhardt (r.) awaits pass. 
Brooks, in his fourth year as player-coach, sparked 
Watchmakers, but Sports Stars won, 34-31. 
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‘Quincy Troupe Hired As St. Louis Scout 

Quincy Troupe, 37-year-old former Negro baseball 
catching star and club manager, signed a scout’s con- 
tract with the St. Louis Cardinals. The first Negro scout 
in the Cards’ organization, his signing was partial ful- 
fillment of new owner August Busch’s promise to end the 
lily-white practices of former owner Fred Saigh, who is 
now serving a prison term for Federal income tax eva- 
sion. Troupe, a resident of St. Louis and former manager 
of the Cleveland Buckeyes, was signed to a one-year con- 
tract at an undisclosed salary by Joe Mathes, director of 
minor league clubs for the Cards. “Troupe has a year- 
round job,” Mathes said, “and will scout players regard- 
less of race, creed, or color. He’s not getting any more, 
nor any less in salary than other scouts just breaking in.” 


Whitfield Named Top Indoor Track Star 

Olympic 800 meter champion Mal Whitfield was voted 
the outstanding performer of the 1953 indoor track 
season by the New York Track Writers Association. He will 
receive a plaque in token of the honor at the Senior 
Metropolitan Amateur Athletic Union meet on June 13. 
During the indoor season, Whitfield won 14 straight races 
and broke three world records. 


Hot Springs Options Negroes To Knoxville 

On the eve of season’s opening, the Hot Springs Bathers 
averted a threatened breakup of the Cotton States League 
by optioning Jim and Leander Tugerson, their Negro 
brother-pitchers, to Knoxville, Tenn., of the Class-D Moun- 
tain States League on 24-hour recali. Officials had threat- 
ened to disband the league if the Tugersons played. But 
Lewis Goltz, Hot Springs president, warned officials that 
the Tugersons would be back next year, if not later this 
season. 


Richmond Colts Sign Negro Pitcher 

The Richmond (Va.) Colts became the fourth Piedmont 
League club with Negro players when they signed pitcher 
Whit Graves. Other Piedmont clubs with Negroes: York, 
Pa., and Portsmouth and Newport News, Va. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. “Doc”? Young 


NASSAU, Bahamas—Mr. Boxing, kingpin of the 
sport in this enchanted island, an occasional port 
of call for howling hurricanes, is Charlie Major, a 
man who delights in making tough jobs seem like 
great fun and in putting people in a happy frame 
of mind. “Mr. Major,” as he’s known to countless 
hundreds of Bahamians, is unique first because he 
quit the glitter and hustle-bustle of New York after 
a quarter-century there to settle permanently in 
this, his homeland a dozen years ago. 

His business card lists him as “Charles W. 
Major, B.S., Masseur and Physical Director... 
by appointment.” But he is unique secondly be- 
cause he not only promotes boxing in Nassau, he 
also owns the Nassau Stadium (a neat, open-air 
emporium of swat), an adjacent gymnasium, a 
modern restaurant, and operates with his wife, 
Mrs. Flo Major, a guest house. 

Major’s biggest problem as a boxing promoter is 
finding good local talent. Because amateur competi- 
tion has not been highly developed, skilled local 
pugilists are as scarce as snowflakes. On a rare oc- 
casion when one comes along, he soon starts dream- 
ing of “the States,” Madison Square Garden, and 
goodbye to Nassau Stadium. Yet, Major promotes 
20 regular boxing cards a year plus several wrestling 
shows and aids the Nassau Daily Tribune in organ- 
izing its fledgling Golden Gloves tournament. 

It was not odd that when Major decided to return 
home, some of his New York friends said he was 
making a mistake. “They thought I was a fool to 
leave New York,” he recalls with a smile, “but... .” 
One needs only to take a good look around to 
see that Charlie Major is doing bloody well all right. 














655-Pound Woman Dies On Operating Table 

Mrs. Florence Johnson, 39, a 655-pound woman in 
Annapolis, Md., died on the operating table in the Johns 
Hopkins Hospital, in Baltimore, just as the doctors were 
finishing the operation. She is bélieved to be the heaviest 
woman ever admitted to the hospital. 


D. C. Federation Ousts Mixed Medical Group 

The District Medical Society of Washington, D. C., was 
forced to resign from the Federation of Citizens Associa- 
tions because the society recently voted to xdmit qualified 
Negro physicians to its membership. Federation by-laws 
specify only white membership. 


Dentist Named Mississippi ‘Man Of Year’ 

Dr. E. J. Stringer, 33-year-old Columbus dentist who 
was among the first Negroes:to vote in Lowndes County, 
was selected as Mississippi’s outstanding Negro for the 
year by the Regional Council of Negro Leadership. 


Selma Doctor Honored For 35 Years Service 

The Chesterfield Club of Selma, Ala., honored Dr. N. D. 
Walker for his 35 years service as a practicing physician 
in that city at a testimonial dinner, which was attended 
by his two-physician sons, Dr. William M. Walker of Chi- 
cago and Dr. B. F. Walker of Los Angeles. Charles Raines 
presented a plaque to Dr. Walker as Earl Patterson was 
master of ceremonies. Eddie Ferguson is club president. 








Drs. William M., N. D. and, B. F. Walker 











White students currently attending Lincoln University. 


Lincoln U. Becomes Completely Interracial 

President Lewis M. Stevens of Lincoln (Pa.) Univer- 
sity’s trustee board announced approval of major changes 
to make the 99-year-old institution completely inter- 
racial. Lewis said: “The day of usefulness for Lincoln as 
primarily a Negro college is coming to a close, therefore, 
the new purpose of Lincoln should be the development 
of a completely inter-racial university ...and if suc- 
cessful, be a leader in the natural course of the removal 
of all artificial barriers in all educational institutions.” 
Jewish, African, Indian and European students are now 
enrolled at the college, Stevens said. 


Florida A. & M. Becomes University 

The Florida Senate voted to change the name of Flor- 
ida Agricultural and Mechanical College for Negroes to 
Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University. The 
name was selected in a student body poll. 
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Mixed Delaware School Gets Negro ——— 


Mrs. Theda M. Wilson, a Negro 
teacher, was appointed principal of 
the interracial Elbert Elementary 
School in Wilmington, Del. The school 
has a student body of 500. Mrs. Wil- 
son, who will assume her new duties 
Sept. 1, is a native of Orange, N. J., 
and the wife of Rev. Donald A. Wilson, 
pastor of Wilmington’s St. Matthews e 
Episcopal Church. Mrs. Theda Wilso 


Fisk Elects 3 Trustees, Accepts $300,000 
Fisk University trustees elected three new members tc 
the board of trustees and accepted a $300,000 gift in 
honor of the son of the school’s first president. Named 
to the board were Robert W. Kean, Jr., Elizabethtown 
N. J. Banker; Dr. William Ziegler, Chicago dentist; and 
Dr. Henry A. Boyd, Nashville publisher and banker. The 
money was presented on behalf of the late Paul D 
Cravath, and will be used to endow fellowships. 


Mo. Senate Kills Equal School Bill 

A bill to open the University of Missouri and five state- 
supported colleges to Negroes was virtually killed by the 
Senate education committee when opponents forced | 


















third delay in voting to sidetrack the measure. Rep 
Leroy Tyus (D., St. Louis), Negro author of the bill, sai 
the delay firmly buried the measure in committee. 








White Miss. College Votes For Racial Equality 

White students of Millsaps College in Mississippi 
overwhelmingly favor equal college opportunities for 
Negro and white students, according to a poll con- 
ducted by the college newspaper. The poll showed 
97 per cent favored equal opportunities, 2 per cent 
undecided. Fifty-nine per cent said they would at- 
tend schools which admit Negroes, 28 per cent an- 
swered no. 
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Pickpocket Practices ‘Trade’ In Police Building 

Roevaughn Woolridge, self-styled “greatest pickpocket 
in the East,” proved his skill to Baltimore police by pick- 
ing the pocket of the elevator operator in the police 
building while being taken to headquarters. Arrested in 
a downtown bus station, where he was in the process of 
lifting $500 from a victim, Woolridge was charged with 
being a common thief and pickpocket. Judge James 
K. Cullen in Criminal Court gave him 48 hours to 
leave town, promising a stiff sentence if he reappears in 
Baltimore within a year. Before leaving, Woolridge an- 
nounced that he would seek greater laurels in swanky 
Canadian resorts and whispered to jail guards: “If you 
got a big roll in your pocket, mix some peanut shells in 
with the dough.” The shells, he explained, will make a 
noise when a pickpocket attempts to lift the wad. 


Boxer Teddy (Red Top) Davis Stabbed, Jailed 

Ranking featherweight boxing contender Teddy (Red 
Top) Davis, 29, was stabbed in the groin by an “unknown 
assassin” in Hartford, Conn., and later arrested on a 
breach of peace charge. He was treated for a minor 
wound at a nearby hospital and released. After finding 
a knife hidden in the dress of Mrs. Davis, police arrested 
her along with Davis and three companions. Davis 
claimed “two or three guys” tried to molest his wife and 
stabbed him when he intervened. 


3 Get 15-Years In Pa. Bank Robbery 

Three Baltimore men were sentenced to 15 years each 
in Federal prison for the $11,820 hold-up robbery of a 
York (Pa.) Trust Company bank branch last December 
10. The men, who pleaded guilty, were: Thomas Sherrod, 
24; Jordan D. Carter, 24; and Robert L. McMillin, 22. In 
passing sentence in US. district court at Scranton, Pa., 
Judge John W. Murphy said: “We want to say to every 
boy that if you go into a bank and hold it up and come 
before Judge Murphy, you are going up for a long time.” 
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|_ENTERTAINMENT | 


Belafonte To Star In New Broadway Musical 

Folk singer Harry Belafonte told JET he is ready to 
sign for a starring role in John Murray Anderson’s AIl- 
manac scheduled to open on Broadway next fall. Pro- 
ducer Stanley Gilkey said: “We want Belafonte very 
much and will sign him as soon as possible if he is agree- 
able.” The handsome singer said he met with Anderson 
“and everything seems favorable.” Plans call for Bela- 
fonte to sing from his own repertory of folk songs and 
from new scores to be written for him by Frank Loesser. 


Negro Film Extra Lands Role In ‘The Robe’ 

Dan Ferniel, a Los Angeles film extra, was assigned the 
only Negro role in the $4,000,000, 20th Century-Fox movie 
production, The Robe. Ferniel will play a heroic Chris- 
tian in the screen adaptation of Lloyd C. Douglas’ best- 
seller novel about the Roman soldier who slew Christ, 
but was later won over to Christianity. 


William Warfield Quits ‘Porgy’ In Salary Tiff 


William Warfield, Porgy of Porgy 
and Bess, said he is quitting the 
show because producers Robert 
Breen and Blevins Davis want him 
to take a salary cut from $600 to 
$400 weekly. Breen told JET that 
Warfield’s continual absence while 
on concert tours kept production 
costs high because three Porgys 
are kept on hand to substitute for 
him. However, Warfield told JET 
his Porgy contract frees him for 
concerts during a four-month peri- William Warfield 
od. He said he took the role at a great loss because of his 
eagerness to aid the State Department in sponsoring the 
show in Europe to combat Communist propaganda. War- 
field said he averages $1,800 per concert, does three con- 
certs a week. 





. 
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Singer Betty Carter Nabbed On Dope Charge 

Singer Betty (Be-Bop) Carter, 23, 
was taken off the Apollo Theater 
stage in New York by Federal nar- 
cotics agents and arrested for illegal 
transportation of marijuana. Ac- 
cused of mailing 11 reefers to a Mar- 
cellus Wilson in Canada, Betty was 
caught when the letter was returned 
for additional postage. U. S. Com- 
missioner Edward McDonald ar- 
raigned the popular scat vocalist 
and freed her under $500 bond. She 
faces a sentence of 2-to-5-years if 
convicted. 


Phillipa Schuyler To Make Adult Debut In N. Y. 

Pianist Phillipa Schuyler will make her New York debut 
as an adult artist at Town Hall on May 12, offering a two- 
hour program of piano works from the great masters. 
Miss Schuyler, daughter of author-lecturer George Schuy- 
ler, last appeared in New York in 1947 when, as a child 
prodigy, she played her own works to full orchestral ac- 
companiment at Lewisohn Stadium. 









Betty Carter 
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W TV Star Visits Howard U.: TV producer and former movie 
star Robert Montgomery briefed Howard University stu- 
dent actors on what makes television tick after watching 
University Players present new play. Drama head Dr. 
Anne Cooke. (next to star) welcomed star to campus. 
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Met Opera Audition Winners Heidi Kral, Marie Trafaeante and 
Robert McFerrin and Manager Rudolph Bing 


Negro Baritone May Be First Met Opera Singer 

Baritone Robert McFerrin of St. Louis, Mo., may become 
the first Negro singer in the Metropolitan Opera, accord- 
ing to general manager Rudolph Bing. McFerrin will 
enter the Met’s opera training school on June & Bing 
stated: “If we did not think there was a chance of Mr. 
McFerrin appearing with the Met company we would not 
have chosen him. If we did not feel completely that 
color of skin made no difference, we would not be so 
cruel as to choose a Negro to enter the course.” Ex-G_I. 
McFerrin, a graduate of Fisk University and the Chicago 
Music College, won a $1,250 cash award and tied for 
second place in the recent Metropolitan Opera Auditions 
of the Air. 


‘I Went To Your Wedding’ Author Pens New Tune 

Songwriter Jesse Mae Robinson, who wrote the hit tune 
I Went To Your Wedding has written a new ballad en- 
titled My Dearest, My Darling. Jo Stafford, the nation’s 
top female recording star, has recorded Miss Robinson’s 
new tune with the Paul Weston Orchestra and Norman 
Luboff Choir. 
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A Ella Fitzgerald is wear- 
ing a solid gold bracelet 
given to her by one of the 
musicians appearing with 
her on The Big Show. 
When asked if it is love, 
she just smiles. 


A Ike Jones, first Negro to 
become an assistant direc- 
tor in motion pictures, can- 
not make up his mind 
between vocalists Mildred 
Smith and Anita Ellis. 
Both have him talking to 
himself. 


A One of Harlem’s top 
models with initials G.C. 
airmails British boxing 
champ Randy Turpin love 
letters daily to help him 
forget the worries of the 
divorce suit his Irish wife 
filed against him. 


A Wealthy white families 
vacationing in Miami ad- 
vertise in weekly papers 


there for cooks, maids and 
chauffeurs to “go up north,” 
promising them apartments 
when they arrive. 











A Tiny Davis and her all- 
girl band was stranded for 
three days by nine feet of 
snow on a Canadian high- 
way while driving to Que- 
bec. Planes had to para- 
chute food to them. 


A Singer Larry Darnell is 
not worricd about his wife 
having his car snatched. 
He just ordered a white 
Caddy with upholstery 
trimmed in baby pink. 


A A famed bandleader, 
often rumored wed to a 
topflight bluesinger, really 
is not. He has a wife and 
two kids in Miami and tells 
her his name is linked with 
the chirper just for pub- 
licity value. 


A Irene. Scruggs, oldtime 
vaudeville singer and 
mother of Baby Scruggs, 
who is a hit in London 
night clubs, has been sign- 
ed to an English recording 
contract. She appears 
nightly on BBC, the British 
radio network. 
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Billy Eckstine 
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A When Italian movie star Anna 
Magnani visited Harlem she ate bar- 
beque ribs in actor Sidney Poitier’s 
cafe. During the rest of her stay she 
had them delivered nightly to her 
swank Park Avenue hotel. 


A The Sy Olivers took their eight- 
year-old son, Taylor, to seé Cinerama, 
the new 3-D film technique. When 
the roller-coaster looked like it would 
come off the screen into his lap, he 
jumped up and ran out of the theater. 
It took five ice creams to calm him 
down. 


A When he closed his engagement at 
the Band Box night club, Billy Eck- 
stine was gifted with a $1,500 wrist 
watch from the owners. Its hands are 
shaped like golf sticks. 


A Ida James, the diminutive singer, 
does not know it yet, but Broadway 
producer Leonard Stillman is eyeing 
her for a part in his fall edition of 
New Faces. Eartha Kitt is the star of 
this year’s show. 


A Hotter than the music they both 
play is the backstage feud between 
Benny Goodman and Louis Arm- 
strong, on a joint tour with their orks. 
It started over Benny _ resenting 
“Satchmo” getting the lion’s share of 
spectators’ applause. 


A Local wrestling promoters are mak- 
ing a bid to match Gorgeous George 
and Jim Mitchell, the Black Panther. 
Last time they met it ended in a near 
riot. 















A Urban League official Julius Thom-e 































= as was offered a job by Harvard Uni-° 
"s ? versity as a visiting professor. He has¢ 
1€ been a guest lecturer there. ° 
er 


A Chorus cutey Carol Carter is being ° 
gifted with flowers and jewelry by® > 








it - Merenciano Adams, a Puerto Ricane 
a, union delegate, who is visiting. 2 
sa ‘ A Valerie Follins, ex-Larry Steele® 
showgal, is superstitious about going § 
= out with just one fellow. She goes one 
ak night club and theater dates with at® 
-™ least four escorts. . 
A Georgie Pace, ex-bantamweight ¢ 
at fight champ, is now a bouncer in ae 
A Lenox Avenue restaurant. 4 
a A Teddy Giles is giving up his photo § 
concession at Rockland Palace, ande 
is packing his bass fiddle for a plane® 
rr, trip to Paris to join Bobby Booker’s¢ 
Ly band. : 
m A Ann Henry, formerly a member ofe 
of the Co-Op dance act, is rehearsing her $ 
own group since her male partners, ° 
Julian Swain and Peter Green, pulled § 
th out of the trio. e 
NM { A When Jack Goldberg sets up his$ ““;yjivs Thomas 
a- motion picture studios in Miami hee 
S. will recruit talent for his all-sepia® 
1s films from the campuses of Floridae 
of A & M College and Bethune-Cookman. ° 
A Alec Sharp, Fat Man of the Orioles, ° 
K- bet members of the group that he§$ 
re can reduce from 260 pounds to 200. 
r. within a month. If he loses, he has® 
ir to buy each a TV set. . 
Valerie Follins 


} 
—MaJor ROBINSON ®@ 
3 
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Negro Star Plays Many White —- Roles 


One of the most-sought- after 
voices in radio today is that of 
Maurice Ellis, who is typical of a 
growing number of Negroes given 
non-stereotype roles in radio and 
television. Ellis, whose amazing 
voice range enables him to play 
roles of persons from 19 to 70 years 
of age, has appeared frequently on 
Gangbusters and Counter Spy. The 
35-year-old actor appeared recently af 
in a businessman role in CBS’s FBI Maurice Ellis 
In Peace And War. He made his television debut this 
spiing with David Niven on Celanese Theater. Negroes 
on radio-TV programs this week include: 
Sugar Ray Robinson vs. Jake LaMotta in film of 1951 
championship middleweight bout on Greatest Fights Of 
The Century (Friday, May 1, at 10:45 pm. EDT) on NBC 
television. 
Kid Gavilan vs Danny Womber in a 10-round non-title 
middleweight bout (Saturday, May 2, at 9 pm. EDT) on 
ABC television. 
The Hampton Institute Choir on Negro College Choirs 
(Sunday, May 3, at 10:30 a.m. EDT) on ABC radio. 
Joe Louis on Toast Of The Town (Sunday, May 3, at 8 p.m. 
EDT) on CBS television. 
Sarah Vaughan on Red Buttons’ Show (Monday, May 4, 
at 9:30 p.m. EDT) on CBS television. . 
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ARE NEGROES MORE 
AMOROUS THAN WHITES? 
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Everybody... everywhere 


1S MAKING THE NEXT DRINK 
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